
Class Rank Policy



Challenges of Class Rank 

Challenge 1

Created a negative 
educational 
environment. Students 
chose to take classes 
based on the # of AP 
courses other students 
were taking. 

Challenge 2

Does not benefit our 
students in comparison 
with other schools that are 
less rigorous. Our class 
rank was not an accurate 
reflection of the students 
ability. 

Challenge 3

Created a Competitive 
Environment among 
peers. Students lost sight 
of their own personal 
goals and what was 
relevant in terms of their 
educational needs. 



The history 
behind the 

Elimination of 
Class Rank

Since the elimination of the class 
rank, students take the classes they 
are interested in. The student’s goal is 
to do their personal best in the 
courses and the educational 
environment has improved. The 
Counseling Dept. is able to provide 
students with their class rank for 
scholarship purposes or any other 
reason.   This is done through a letter 
instead of the class rank being on the 
transcript.



School District Comparison



Class Rank 
No longer included on Transcript

Bethel Park 

Fox Chapel

Franklin Regional

Mt. Lebanon

Pine Richland 

North Allegheny

Quaker Valley 

Upper St. Clair 



Class Rank 
Still Included on Transcript

Gateway

Greater Latrobe

Hampton 

Hempfield 

North Hills 

Penn Hills 

Penn Trafford 

Shaler 



Example of PHS Class Rank 

See Attached Class Rank for 
more details on how a small 
percentage can significantly 
impact a person’s class rank.

Example :
Currently a student 
with a 4.0 is ranked 

51/326



     College Perspective 
Carnegie Mellon University HS moving away from Rank, view AP courses and 

unweighted Grades 

LaRoche College Does not consider class rank

Duquesne University Acknowledge Rank if present. Does not present a 
problem if absent

Penn State University (Main) ⅔ Decision is GPA, ⅓ SAT No penalty for no rank

University of Pittsburgh GPA, SAT Scores, and Courses most important factor

University of Pennsylvania An Holistic approach, look at it if it's there but do 
not penalize if it is not. 



Schools who do 
not recognize
Valedictorian 

Fox Chapel

Hampton

Mt. Lebanon

North Allegheny

North Hills

PIne Richland

Quaker Valley



Schools that do 
recognize 

Valedictorian

Franklin Regional

Greater Latrobe

Gateway

Penn Hills 

Penn Trafford

Shaler

Upper St. Clair



What’s in the news?!

Recognition as valedictorian disappearing across the region:
http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/yourfoxchapel/yourfoxchapelmore/4075429-74/cla
ss-students-rank

More top high schools drop out of class-rank system 
http://www.philly.com/philly/education/20161030_More_top_high_schools_drop_ou
t_of_class-rank_system.html

To Rank or Not to Rank 
https://professionals.collegeboard.org/guidance/applications/rank

Many high schools in W.Pa. move away from naming single valedictorian 
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/4097048-74/class-students-valedictorian


